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THE NOVELTY OF THE SELECTED TOPIC
IN THE AREA OF ROMANIAN THEOLOGY. MOTIVATION

The PhD thesis “Marriage in the light of the Epistles of the Saint Apostle Paul” starts
from the problems arising in the secularised society in our country, a society that is on the
path of complete integration in the larger European family (European Union), a stage when
the answers expected of the Church to address the moral crisis must not be delayed. This
thesis provides a major contribution to shaping a clear involvement of the Church, whereby it
is asserted that the institution of the family must always be based on the free and loving union
of man and woman in matrimonial communion, promoting in harmony the conditions for
concluding the marriage, the potential impediments that may arise due to the lack of such
condition, and also regulating the dissolution of marriage and the motives for divorce from a
religious-moral perspective. As the Christian family becomes “the living cell of the
Mysterious Body of Christ, into which it is integrated through the Sacrament of Marriage”, it
makes us accountable and determines us to bring to light its character as Mystery which was
exquisitely highlighted by the Saint Apostle Paul in his Epistles, emphasizing its religious-
moral bases was well as the canonical and legal foundations to eliminate any confusions, to
strongly affirm the position of the Church in the face of current uncertainties and to warn
against legislative collisions existing in Romania and the possibility to formulate certain
harmonising perspectives, in the spirit of Church tradition, sometimes invoked by the
Romanian lawmakers or the support for religious marriage with civil effects, as the pluralistic
system which existed in Greece.

Much has been written about family and marriage and there are many studies in this
field. The present thesis, however, aims to be a counsellor with clear and logical arguments
that help man to understand the gist and, above all, the purpose of his being and how to relate
to oneself, one’s family and one’s acts. At the same time, our research delivers an admittedly
modest contribution to scientific research, based on the arguments provided by the Orthodox
teachings about marriage and family.

Furthermore, we have emphasized the main problems facing our society in our times,
for which we summed up the solutions indicated by the improved men for whom everything is

particularly clear, in order to provide practical solutions to contemporary challenges.



OVERVIEW OF THE MAIN SECTIONS OF THE PhD THESIS

The PhD thesis “Marriage in the light of the Epistles of the Holy Apostle Paul” consists
of eleven chapters, with each chapter being divided rather thoroughly in several subchapters.
A quite diverse bibliography has been totalling 186 titles including editions of the Holy
Scripture both in the Romanian language and in Greek, Latin, English and French, worship
books, writings of the Fathers and Church Writers, studies and articles.

The first chapter presents the historical context for the development of the Saint Apostle
Paul’s conception on marriage and family, and includes the following subchapters: The family
in Antiquity: Babylonians and Assyrians; Egyptians; Ancient Greeks; The family in the Old
Testament: Old Hebrews family; The woman and children at the Old Hebrews; The family in
the New Testament: The Saviour’s teachings about the family; The Holy Apostle’s teachings
about the family.

Chapter two includes aspects referring to the establishment of the family, according to
the Saint Apostle Paul’s teachings: The family the way for salvation; The creation of man —
male and female; The family — the fulfilment of the image of God in man; The foundation and
establishment of the family.

In chapter three, I debated aspects concerning the gist of the family which stems from
the divine love, then presents the constitution of man and his fulfilment within the family:
Man’s soul: heart, conscience, mind, soul, spirit; The body: body and flesh. The chapter
concludes with a presentation of the sacrificial aspect within the family, a sacrifice arising out
of love.

Chapter four explores the constitution of the family according to the Saint Apostle
Paul’s teaching:

¢ The man: The man’s responsibility towards himself and the family; Man as husband and
as father.

e The woman: The woman’s responsibility towards herself and the family; The woman as
wife and as mother

e The children: The parents’ duties towards their children; The children’s duties towards
their parents

* Virginity

e  Widowhood



In chapter five, I presented the scope the family: the perpetuation of mankind; mutual
aid; salvation according to the conception of the Saint Apostle Paul, with additional Patristic
thoughts that illustrate to a greater extent the profound elements of these teachings.

Chapter six presents the Christological aspect of the family: Christ — man’s archetype
and the communion between Christ and the Church — the image of the union of husband and
wife, an aspects emphasized by the Saint Apostle Paul, of major importance for the perception
on marriage and family.

Chapter seven deals with the ecclesiological aspect of the family, the Church being an
icon for the family, while the family represents the basic cell of the Church: the Church —
archetype of the family. Subsequently, aspects related to the spiritual life in the family are
also presented: Prayer; Fasting and abstinence; Communion with grace in Holy Spirit.

Chapter eight debates the sacrament of marriage as communion of the grace that unites
the husband and wife: Marriage as a Holy Sacrament; Spiritual parents and physical parents;
Union through and by Christ; Spiritual preparation; The effects of the Holy Sacrament of
Marriage; The durability of marriage; The sense of the religious ceremony: The engagement
ceremony; The wedding ceremony; The symbolism of liturgical elements: wedding candles;
wedding rings, crowns, and cup, the procession around the table. The conclusion of this
chapter presents the human body as a place for holiness.

In chapter nine, I presented the practical aspects related to family life, with current
applications: the challenges of family life and ways to overcome them; education of the
children; taking good care of the household. The practical applications are presented based on
the words of the Saint Apostle Paul. Then is approached and presented the main sins that
cause harm to the integrity and scope of the family: adultery, divorce, contraception, sterility,
abortion and homosexuality. These problems also existed during the time of the Saint Apostle
Paul, and his approach serves as a guideline for us.

Chapter ten presents practical solutions to the problems of society by which man could
cope with the current challenges, while also working to restore the Image of God for the sake
of the likeness with God. I illustrated in an accessible manner man’s possibility for the
salvation of man amid the present social conditions and the means to achieve salvation.

The conclusion are represented by elements to create a Christian conception of the

family.



KEYWORDS

The family is an institution of divine origin established at the time of creation. It was
constituted through marriage whose main characteristics have been, ever since its foundation,
unite and indissolubility. Having been instituted by God, the family has a sacred character,
and this sacred character is highlighted by the fact the prototype of the family is the divine
unity of the Holy Trinity, whose characteristics are: perfect love, communion, unity and the
equality of Its Persons. Having been created in the image of God (Genesis 1: 27) man, through
the acts of creation of itself, has been destined for life in communion.

Christian marriage is, for the two persons engaged in love, an indivisible spiritual and
bodily union; it reflects the union between Christ and His Church. Granting His blessing from
heaven, God strengthens the husband and wife to walk on the path towards achieving perfect
union and thereby reach “complete understanding of the soul and body”.

The man is defined by the responsibility he has and he must assume. He is responsible
towards those that God entrusted for a given time (his wife and children). The man is the
head; the woman his aid. Christ is the head of the Church, and man is the head for the woman.
Saint John Chrysostom states that the head shares in the suffering of the body and is subject to
the same circumstances. The man is the image and glory of God, the woman is the glory of
man. The man is the model of life power and activity that is aware of the goal.

The woman was made to be man’s “aid and co-participant in legitimate marriage” and
God blessed the fruit of her womb “so that it should be in His image and likeness”.

Children are the concrete expression of the divine presence in the Christian family.
Every child is the window of innocence through which the pure light of heaven reaches into
the parents’ home. The child is the living, concrete witness of the transcendent world of light,
innocence and eternal joy. For this reason, the child brings parents closer to the Lord, elevates
them to purer spheres, intensifies and ennobles their love. In the New Testament, childbearing

is considered as a gift from God.
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